
 There were 55 of them in the 
hallway outside the sanctuary. 
They were all different sizes, 
shapes, and colors. Some were 

well-
dressed, 
while some 
others 
looked a 

little worse for wear — wearing 
only the drape of a tallit. These 
were not people, but Torah scrolls. 

I had the opportunity to take 
part in a reunion the likes of which 
I had never before experienced. 
We had gathered at Rodeph 
Shalom in Philadelphia to mark 
Kristalnacht and to bring 55 Torah 
scrolls that had all been saved 
through a miraculous series of 
events. We carried them in pro-
cession into the main sanctuary, 
and it was hard not to be moved 
by the history and variety of these 
survivors of the Holocaust. They 
are a small portion of the Czech 
Memorial Scrolls, and it was a 
celebration of the 60th anniversary 
of the organization that oversees 
them, the Memorial Scrolls Trust.

 As war was coming to 
Czechoslovakia, the congrega-
tions and yeshivot throughout 
the country placed many of their 
Torahs and valuable Judaica into 
the care of the Jewish Museum of 
Prague. The museum stored them 
in a warehouse where they sur-

vived the war and were forgotten 
by the Communist regime. In the 
1960s, the cash-strapped govern-
ment rediscovered and decided 
to sell this cache of Torahs. They 
first approached the State of 
Israel but were unable to come 
to agreement. Finally, the entire 
collection was sold to a private 
collector from London. In 1963, 
the shipment off 1,500 Torahs and 
other items arrived at London’s 
Westminster Synagogue, and the 
Memorial Scroll Trust was born.

 First each of the scrolls had 
to be evaluated to determine if 
they were fit for synagogue use, 
repairable or beyond saving.  
Once the scrolls had been evalu-
ated the Trust began the gigantic 
task of trying to find new homes 
for all of these scrolls.

Oheb Sholom was a relative-
ly early scroll recipient; having 
scroll #186 given to us on 
permanent loan. The scroll, our 
littlest one, was originally from 
the town of Mlada Boleslav, a 
small city about an hour outside 
of Prague. At one point there 
were upwards of 10,000 Jews in 
this town. It had multiple syna-
gogues and yeshivot and was the 
home of a few famous, at least 
to those who follow rabbis, rab-
bis. It is suggested that our scroll 
was from one of the yeshivot, 
because its size made it easy for 

the students to handle.
At the beginning of World 

War II, 3,000 Jews remained.  
By the end of the war, the Jew-
ish community had been wiped 
out.  Today, there is a monument 
in memory of the community 
and an old Jewish cemetery 
where a few of the survivors are 
brought back to be buried.

 That night as we gathered, we 
were reminded of the legacy of 
so many communities. This was 
the first time that so many scrolls 
had been brought together since 
the collection was first received. 
Standing in that hallway and 
walking down toward the bimah 

with these other scrolls was a 
humbling and awe-inspiring 
moment.  We were reminded to 
continue to tell their stories in 
real, human, and relatable ways.  

 As we prepare to start Hanuk-
kah, may we be reminded that the 
name of the holiday’s name means 
“dedication” or “rededication”.  
May we rededicate ourselves to 
telling the story of Torah #186 
to make sure that when we say 
“Never again,” we really mean it. 

May the lights of Hanukkah 
and the story of our little Torah 
bring light into our homes and 
our hearts and may we never 
forget Mlada Boleslav.

This issue sponsored by
Janice and Michael Schiffman

------------------
Jennifer and Jacob Gurwitz

In honor of the RCOS Food Festival Committee
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RCOS President Bruce Cohen, left, with the congregation’s Torah 
rescued from the former Czechoslovakia after World War II

Rabbi Brian 
Michelson

From the Rabbi’s Study

A powerful reunion of rescued Torah scrolls



By Jeff Bornstein
Thanks to all of you and our 

incredible Food Festival Com-
mittee, we did it — we pulled 
it off — we succeeded! We 
brought back great food, a spirit 
of community and Jewish cul-
ture, and met the challenge of 
bringing all types of people out 
to support us despite a war in 
Gaza and rising antisemitism. 

Sometime in late August, 
our food festival committee 
was challenged to bring the 
event back indoors. We had our 
doubts but applied the lessons 
we learned from our previous 
three drive-thru festivals and 
worked through uncertainties 
in planning and forecasting. We 
added new technology, brought 
back some old hands, and add-
ed some new ones. 

And the congregation came 
through! We had over 100 vol-
unteers including some abso-
lutely fantastic kids. It’s amaz-
ing how our kids took to the 
new technology and pitched in 
serving the many people who 
showed up. The adult volun-
teers were completely dedicat-
ed to the task for the day. We 
needed everyone as the line of 
people waiting to get in and buy 
food stretched out the door and 
into the parking lot for the first 
90 minutes. 

Special thanks to those who 
stepped up to added responsi-
bilities. Our apple cake baking 
crews worked for over three 
months making cakes that were 
our usual big hit and money 
maker. On short notice, a raf-
fle basket subcommittee was 
formed, got volunteers and do-
nations, and added to the festiv-
ities (and profits). Vicki Graff 
planned our entertainment and 
brought in congregant and col-
lege student Molly Nemirow 
to provide Jewish music to en-
tertain our guests. Rabbi Mi-
chelson explained our customs 
including shofar blowing in the 

Sanctuary, and Judith Kraines 
brought back the Jewish cultur-
al room.  Our professional chef, 
Eric Shocket, and his crew 
again did an amazing job. Eric 
worked for a straight week pri-
or to the festival preparing the 
delicious food that we served.  
Holly Michelson and Jill Haas 
thoughtfully managed our bak-
ery including our fabulous ap-
ple cakes. Holly and Sharon 
Berman managed our Tuesday 
post sale at our polling site. Mi-
chael Haas did yeoman service 
under intense pressure in help-
ing us set up our new Square™ 
computerized billing system. 

As for our core committee, 
it’s hard to imagine the hours 
and dedication of this team. I 
will try to list them with a brief 
explanation of what they con-
tributed:

• Jonathan Avins:  IT 
guru who researched, pur-
chased, and set-up the Square™ 
system to manage sales for use 
in future Food Festivals and 
other Temple events 

• Marty Beckerman: 
steady consultant, ad book 
sales, ace planner

• Jeff Bornstein, vision-
ary, planner, prognosticator, IT 
instigator, and general business 
manager

• Bruce Cohen: apple 
cake chief, food planning, gen-
eral advice giver

• Scott Davis:  parking 
lot master

• Lynn Driben: ad book 
sales, signs, planning and detail 
driver

• Jacob Gurwitz: volun-
teer coordinator

• Alex McManimen: 
planning and strategy and sign 
driver

• Laurie Waxler: Sign-
Up Genius coordinator 

• Mike Pardo: Page 
master and announcer who 
worked diligently putting our 
ad book together and whose 

voice you heard throughout the 
Food Festival

The numbers are not all in 
yet, but here are the known 
results of all this effort as of 
mid-November:

• Happy customers – We 
received many compliments, 
some in writing

• Great community get 
together and cohesion for a 
common effort

• Record ad book sales 
of approximately $20,000+

• Food and raffle sales 
in the neighborhood  of approx-
imately $60,000

• Adding them up 
brings Gross Income in the 
neighborhood of $80,000

• Net income (sales – 
expenses) is still to be deter-

mined. Expenses were higher 
than previous years due to in-
flation, added security costs and 
a new payment system.  The 
Committee will report the final 
numbers to the congregation as 
soon as we can, but we assure 
everyone that this was a great 
achievement and will greatly 
contribute to our Temple.

• We still have some 
leftovers for sale to the congre-
gation which should improve 
our numbers even more

We’ll take a couple of weeks 
off and then start planning for 
next year. If you have sugges-
tions for bigger and better, don’t 
just tell us, bring them and join 
our core planning committee. 
The Food Festival Committee 
needs you!

Food Festival report

A huge thank you to all who participated



By Holly Michelson
Religious School Director

There is a piece of art up in 
my office of four Chasidic (pre-
sumably) men playing instru-
ments and dancing. It is a great 
picture and I’ve always liked it.  
It also is a good visual lesson 
about what we see but don’t ac-
tually see. 

The artwork is a microg-
raphy, meaning it is made up, 
largely, of words in very small 
print that when looked at from 
a distance show a complete pic-
ture. The words in this particu-
lar piece are from our book of 
Psalms.

The reason that it is good 
for me to look at it, besides the 
aesthetics, is that it reminds me 
that I sometimes forget to look 
at the bigger picture. 

To use an old analogy af-
ter having a conversation with 
my brother recently about our 
different strengths, is that my 
brother sees the forest and I see 
the trees. I can get so focused 
on and stressed about details 
that I sometimes forget to see 
the big picture and get caught 

up in the weeds. 
As I’ve shared numerous 

times before, we teach using a 
spiral (topic taught with a dif-
ferent angle and at an age-ap-
propriate level) values-based 
curriculum. This allows our 
students to get a new twist on 
the values each year. For our 
older students, their teacher 
and I wanted to find a way to 
create a bigger picture for them. 
Recently, our 6th/7th grade 
class led our Shabbat evening 
services and did a great job. 
During the “sermon” part of 
the service, the students shared 
information about a project that 
they are about to begin.  They 
will be researching prominent 
Jewish people in modern times 
who have made positive contri-
butions to the world.  They will 
highlight these people’s ac-
complishments, struggles, and 
how they used Jewish values to 
guide them in their lives. Spe-
cifically, the students will be 
on the lookout for when their 
Jewish hero/heroine showed 
Gevurah (showing strength of 
character), Achrayut (taking re-

sponsibility), Shalom (seeking 
peace), and B’tzelem Elohim 
(being created and acting in the 
image of God). 

Some of the heroes they will 
be researching include: Albert 
Einstein, Yitzhak Rabin, Henri-
etta Szold, Ruth Bader Gins-
burg, Golda Meir, and Louis 
Brandeis. Ultimately, students 
will use their research to col-
laborate with classmates on an 

exciting culminating project. 
To quote a Broadway show, 
they’re “putting it together.”

Mark these dates
Dec. 10: Watch for informa-

tion and details about our Sis-
terhood Chanukah Party 

Dec. 17: Our Cantor will be 
staying for the weekend and 
will spend time with the reli-
gious school students. 

Dec. 24-Jan. 2: No School
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Our students played a crucial role volunteering at the Food Festival.



Perpetual Memorials
Dec. 1-9

Seymour Nemeroff
Helen Winston Quartner

Dr. Julius Goldsmith
Dr. Samuel Goldsmith
Rose Ehrlich Liefter

Leopold Loeb
Samuel R. Lurio

Nathan Mendelsohn
Saul Marty” Miller”

Barbara Stein
Solomon Weil

 

Dec. 10-16
Goldye B. Curson
Simon Falkowitz
Herman Folkman
H. Robert Gilbert

Bertha Guggenheim
Dora Kins

Bertha Knoblauch
Abraham W. Loeb
Edith Sondheim 

Dec. 17-23
Bernard Bash
Harry J. Bash

Julius L. Cohen

David Herman
Carlyn Liefter

Josephine Miller
Albert M. Salas
Irene R. Salpeter

Deborah B. Schweriner
Anne Seltzer

Sidney Symons

Dec. 24-31
Lionel Asher

J. Harold Fisher
Johanna Gernsheimer
Dr. William Holzman

Dora Sondheim

BIRTHDAYS
 

David Bluestone Dec. 1
Leah Wartluft  Dec. 1
Michael Linton Dec. 2
Sheina Missan Dec. 3
Jeffrey Weizer Dec. 6
Yvonne Wittels Dec. 7
Alec Platt  Dec. 8
Lisa Jacobson Dec. 10
Joseph Goldstein Dec. 14
Richard Small Dec. 14
Jane Weiner  Dec. 14

Jeff Gernsheimer Dec.15
John McGonagle Dec. 16
Laurie Saren  Dec. 16
Lee Radosh  Dec. 17
Rick Langlois  Dec. 18
Lyudmila Ger  Dec. 19
Alan Weisberg Dec. 20, 
Randolph Grabiak Dec. 21
Michael Musso Dec. 22
James Rothstein Dec. 22
Barry Levine  Dec. 24

Sharon Berman Dec. 26, 
Karen Jacobson Dec. 26
Margarita Levin Dec. 26
Jordan Regester Dec. 26
Boris Schneider Dec. 26
Stephen Latman Dec. 27
Mary Anne Avins Dec. 28
Janice Schiffman Dec. 29
Hugh Beck  Dec. 31, 
Jill Haas  Dec. 31, 
Jesse Leisawitz Dec. 31

Thank you
 to our advertisers

for supporting
the bulletin!

50 years — Celebrating Together
Congratulations to KZ and RCOS 
in 5784, for celebrating together 
the 50th Anniversary of both 
movements recognizing women in 
the minyan (8/29/1973).

Mrs. & Mr. Jennifer Gurwitz

TABLET, LAPTOP WANTED
The Temple needs a tablet and a Windows laptop.  They don’t need to be 

especially powerful or fast. If you have a reasonably new device (no more than 
three years old) that you would like to donate, we can put it to good use. Please 

contact Jim Harrison 610 777 4230 or Treasurer@OhebSholom.org.



ANNIVERSARIES
Norma and Martin Beckerman Dec. 3
Paula and Ivan Bub   Dec. 15
Sara Kleiman & Mitch Weglos Dec. 22

Deborah and Eric Zelnick  Dec. 22
Rabbi Brian & Holly Michelson Dec. 23
Yvonne and Emanuel Wittels Dec. 23

Sinking Spring
3825 Penn Avenue

Terrence J. Shannon, Supv.

(610) 376-1129

Pathways of Comfort

Your Wishes. His Laws.
We follow them both.

Visit our website to see your options in our 
Temple Package Price list. Follow this path:

* Visit www.BeanFuneralHomes.com
* Click on “General Price Information”
* Then click on “Temple Packages”
* Then click on “Temple Packages Price List”
* Then enter password “RCOS”

Bean Funeral Homes & Cremation Services, Inc.

COMPREHENSIVE
VISION & MEDICAL
EYE HEALTH CARE

FOR ALL AGES
 

WYOMISSING
OPTOMETRIC

CENTER
 

24/7
MEDICAL EYE
EMERGENCIES

Glenn S. Corbin, OD
Kerry J. Burrell, OD

 Amanda S. Legge, OD    
Perry C. Umlauf, OD

Jeffrey S. Stefanick, OD
Leslie B. Miller, OD

WYOMISSING  
50 Berkshire Court, Wyomissing, PA 19610  

610-374-3134
DOUGLASSVILLE   

1050 Benjamin Franklin Hwy. W. 
Douglassville, PA 19518 

610-385-4333

MYERSTOWN  
356 West Main Avenue 
Myerstown, PA 17067  

717-866-1400

The Best Care In Sight!

wyo-opto.com

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

David Spillerman, REALTOR®
cell: 610-207-1223
office: 610-372-3200
email: dspillerman@homesale.com

Thinking about buying or selling?

Rabbi’s Discretionary 
Fund

In support of Israel
Kirsten & Christopher Haas

In memory of Isabella Arnsten
Lisa Ueberroth 

Mary Asher

Thank to Rabbi Michelson 
Rachel & Sol Deutsch 

 In memory of Emmy Humberg 
Ruth & Conrad Heisman 

In memory of Henrietta and 
Fred Coopersmith

Sandee and Neal Nevitt

Get well wishes to Jeff 
Bornstein

Norma and Marty Beckerman

In memory of Judith & Don 
Karabelnik’s cousin

Yvonne and Manny Wittels

A donation was received from
Bonnie Friedman and Cantor 

Gerald Miller

Thank you to Rabbi for his 
supportive services

Dorie Karp 

Liefter-Fein Memorial 
Scholarship Fund
In memory of Judy Jacobs  

Anita & Jim Harrison 

Jeraldine Kozloff  
Music Fund

In memory of Richard Roeberg 
Eric and Deborah Zelnick 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP WITH STREAMING 
Did you ever wonder how RCOS provides live video of its events 
on YouTube? Artificial Intelligence?  Smart Phone App? Magic? 
No, there are four volunteers who make this happen.  Streaming 
requires very basic computer capabilities plus the willingness 
to give some of your time (~1.5 hours).  We need a few more 
volunteers. Old or young doesn’t matter, just a desire to help out. After about an hour 
of personalized training schedule at your convenience, you too can become a stream 
producer and take a turn at broadcasting our events.

If interested, contact Steven Levine at levkom2@verizon.net or 484-332-8726.  
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Scripture Project 
Sign-up link 

below

Give these new members a warm welcome
The Curry Family

Chad and Allison met at Penn State University and graduated with degrees in educa-
tion. After starting their careers in different counties they decided to settle and work in 
the Reading area. They both continue to work in education and are excited about finally 
joining a local synagogue. They are excited for their family of five, including Addison, 
Carter and Brady, to learn and grow within the Jewish community and be a part of Oheb 
Sholom. 

The Hollenbach Family
Emily and John met at Penn State, then moved to D.C. after finishing their undergraduate degrees. 

They eventually headed north closer to their family near Philadelphia. When it was time to buy a 
home, they chose John’s hometown, here in Wyomissing. John works as an Operations Manager in 
the Sustainability industry, while Emily is a Compliance Instructional Designer and Project Manager 
in the Real Estate/Mortgage industry. They are eager to enjoy everything Oheb Sholom offers with 
their kids, Fran and Russ.



SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2024
AWARD PRESENTATION AT 6:00 PM

COCKTAILS & HEAVY HORS D’OEUVRES
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

THE RUTH & IRVIN BALIS
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION AWARD

WILL BE PRESENTED TO

SAVE THE DATE

STEVEN LEVINE

04.13.24


